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Doubts cast on ACT drills

Study links cramming
in class to lower scores

By Carlos Sadovi
TRIBUNE REPORTER

Chicago public high school teach-
ers who use classroom time to dr.ll
Jjuniors for the ACT exam are doing
more harm than good and instead
should focus on strengthening
longer-term learning ‘in subjects
that are on the test, according to a

reportto be released Tuesday.

In the study, conducted by the
Consartium on Chicago School Re-
search at the University of Chicago,
researchers analyzed test results
and surveyed and interviewed
teachers and high school juniors in
2005 and 2007. Students typically
take the ACT their junior year.

Researchers found that ACT
scores were slightly lower in
schools where teachers spent at
least 40 percent of their time drill-
ing students than in schools where
teachers spent less than 20 percent

of their class time on similar prepa-
ration, said Elaine Allensworth,
the report’s lead author

Allensworth, co-director of the
consortium, said she was surprised
many schools in the Chicago sys-
tem relied on the test-prep ap-
proach because other research has
shown that the method does not
necessarily translateto higher ACT
scores. '

The test “requires students to in-
tegrate skills acrbss differeht
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